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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  AMESBURY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1956 


The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  of  Amesbury 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  annual  report  on  the  public  health 
of  the  District  during  1956. 

The  estimated  population  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General  was 
25190.  The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  during  1956  was  333  and  the 
rate  of  natural  increase  is  thus  13.2  per  1000  population.  There  were 
475  (264  male  and  21 1 female)  live  births  which  give  a rate  per  1000 
population  of  24.9  corrected  for  purposes  of  comparison  with  similar 
rates  in  other  areas.  The  live  birth  rate  for  the  administrative  county 
is  17.4  and  that  for  England  and  Wales  15.7  per  1000  population. 

The  death  rate  based  on  142  deaths  (77  male  and  65  female)  after 
correction  for  comparability  is  10.6  per  1000  population.  The  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  and  for  the  administrative  county  respec- 
tively was  11. 7 and  9.7  per  1000  population. 

The  deaths  at  65  years  and  over  represent  53  per  cent  of  the  total 
deaths  (142)  of  which  45  occurred  at  75  years  and  over. 

The  death  rate  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age  (infant  mortality 
rate)  is  14.7  per  1000  live  births  ; there  were  actually  7 (3  male  and 
4 female)  such  deaths  in  475  live  births  during  1956.  The  correspond- 
ing figures  for  this  rate  in  the  administrative  county  were  18.5  per  1000 
live  births  and  23.8  per  1000  live  births  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  mean  infant  death  rate  during  the  period  1947-56  was  25.0 
per  1000  live  births  based  on  an  average  of  407.3  live  births  and  10.2 
infant  deaths  during  the  period. 

The  neonatal  (under  4 weeks  of  age)  deaths  numbered  4 (2  male  and 
2 female)  and  this  gives  a rate  of  8.4  per  1000  live  births. 
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The  causes  of  deaths  in  infants  were  pneumonia  (2)  at  four  days 
old  and  two  months  of  age  respectively  ; peritonitis  (1)  at  two  months 
old  ; brain  haemorrhage  (2)  at  two  and  eight  days  respectively  ; and 
defects  in  heart  and  circulation  (2)  at  two  weeks  of  age  and  two  months 
old  respectively. 

Death  rates  from  special  causes  gave  the  following  rates  per  1000 
population,  for  cancer  1.1  ; coronary  disease  0.9  ; and  for  cerebral 
haemorrhage  0.6. 

The  proportional  mortality  rates  of  principal  diseases  expressed 
as  a proportion  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year  were  diseases  of  the 
heart  and  circulation  other  than  coronary  disease  16.9  per  cent  ; cancer 
19.0  per  cent  ; coronary  disease  16.2  per  cent,  cerebral  vascular  lesions 
10.6  per  cent  ; and  pneumonia,  bronchitis  and  influenza  8.5  per  cent. 

The  incidence  rates  per  1000  population  for  the  following  notifiable 
diseases  in  the  District  during  1956  were,  scarlet  fever  1.1  and  whooping 
cough  0.5. 

Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  numbered  71  for  the  District 
during  1956  including  8 respiratory  tuberculosis  and  one  poliomyelitis. 

The  months  of  greatest  incidence  were  January,  July,  June  and 
May,  23  notifications  were  in  respect  of  the  age  group  5-10  years. 

Tuberculosis  notifications  which  are  included  above  numbered  9 
during  195b  ; one  was  non-respiratory. 

Three  hundred  and  fifty  children  under  15  years  of  age  completed 
primary  inoculations  against  diphtheria  during  1956  in  the  Rural  Dis- 
trict ; 172  were  under  one  year  of  age,  125  between  1-5  years,  and  53 
between  5-15  years  of  age.  Three  hundred  and  fifty  eight  re-inocu- 
lations were  also  done  in  the  Rural  District  during  the  year.  Two 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  primary  inoculations  against  whooping  cough 
were  also  carried  out  in  the  Rural  District  during  the  year  ; one  hundred 
and  sixty  of  these  were  under  one  year  of  age. 

The  number  of  vaccinations  against  smallpox  during  the  year  was 
two  hundred  and  six. 

A beginning  was  made  with  inoculations  against  poliomyelitis  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  live  births  was  475  in  1956  in  the  Rural  District. 

Other  relevant  data  are  given  in  the  body  of  the  report  which  is 
followed  by  that  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  assist- 
ance and  co-operation  I have  received  from  the  staff  and  my  colleagues 
at  all  times. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Roderick  Mackay, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


8th  May,  1957. 


2 


STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


Additional  Public  Health 


Inspector 
Rodent  Operator 


R.  Mackay,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

I.  L.  Fisher,  c.s.i.b.,  Cert.  Meat 
and  Food  Inspector 

R.  Wilkinson,  c.s.i.b.,  m.s.i.a., 
Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspector 

R.  H.  Coombs 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  also  in  that  capacity  for  the 
other  three  constituent  authorities  of  the  East  Wilts  Combined  Dis- 
trict, viz.  : Marlborough  M.B.,  Pewsey  R.D.,  and  Marlborough  and 

Ramsbury  R.D.,  and  is  responsible  for  the  public  health  duties  imposed 
by  statute  upon  his  office  ; he  holds,  in  addition,  the  appointment  oi 
assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and  in  this  respect  carries  out,  on  be- 
half of  the  County  Council,  duties  in  connection  with  the  welfare  ser- 
vices for  which  it  is  mainly  responsible. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  together  with  his  assistant 
carries  out  within  the  District,  in  consultation  with  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  with  whose  duties  those  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  are 
complementary,  the  statutory  duties  which  are  placed  upon  the  authority 
generally  in  connection  with  the  public  health. 

The  duties  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  arc  satisfactorily  integrated. 

Matters  of  Public  Health  are  normally  dealt  with  by  the  General 
Purposes  Committee  and  Housing  Committee  of  the  District  Council. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres 
Number  of  Parishes 

Population  mid-1956  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 


General 


25190 

3722 


Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  in  1956  : — 


Rateable  Valure  .... 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  (estimated) 


By  Local  Enterprise 
By  Local  Authority 


39 

60 


£230508 

£922 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births 

264 

211 

475 

Legitimate  .... 

260 

206 

466 

Illegitimate  .... 

4 

5 

9 

Still  Births 

11 

9 

20 

Legitimate  .... 

10 

9 

19 

Illegitimate  .... 

1 

— 

1 

Live  Birth  Rate  .... 

24.9 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

15-7 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  causes 

77 

65 

142 

Death  Rate 

10.6 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .... 

n.y 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — 

Total 

3 

4 

7 

Legitimate  .... 

3 

4 

7 

Illegitimate  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1000  live  births  14.7 

Infant  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  23.8 


NOTE  : 

The  number  of  births,  still-births  and  deaths  are  those  registered 
during  1956,  after  adjustment  has  been  made  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers. 


BIRTH  RATE , INFANT  DEATH  RATE,  TOTAL  DEATH  RATE, 

1956 


A mesbury 

Administrative 

England 

R.D. 

County 

and  Wales 

Birth  Rate  (per  1000  popn.) 

....  24.9 

174 

15 -7 

Death  Rate  (per  1000  popn.) 
Death  Rate  of  Infants  under 

....  10.6 

one 

9-7 

11  -7 

year  (per  1000  live  births) 

14-7 

18.5 

23.S 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  during  1956  was  71  as  com- 
pared with  391  in  1955  and  150  in  1954.  There  were  28  notifications 
for  scarlet  fever,  and  the  months  with  the  highest  numbers  were  Janu- 
ary, July,  June  and  May.  Age  group  from  5-10  years  had  the  highest 
numbers  of  the  infective  diseases  notified. 

Among  other  infective  diseases  notified  were  12  whooping  cough, 
10  cases  of  dysentery  or  food  poisoning,  7 pneumonia,  and  one  polio- 
myelitis. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Eight  notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  respiratory  tuber- 
culosis and  one  for  the  non-respiratory  form  of  the  disease. 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1956 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Total 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION  AND  VACCINATION 

These  services  are  rendered  by  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  de- 
partment under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

Immunizations  are  carried  out  at  welfare  clinics  and  at  schools 
under  direct  control  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  by  the  County  medical 
staff,  and  by  general  medical  practitioners  who  also  perform  all  vac- 
cinations against  smallpox  on  a patient-doctor  basis  by  arrangement. 

One  hundred  and  seventy  two  infants  under  one  year  old  were 
inoculated  against  diphtheria  in  1956  in  the  Rural  District.  The  num- 
ber of  live  births  for  the  same  year  was  475. 

The  numbers  immunized  in  the  age  groups  1-4  and  5-15  years 
respectively  were  125  and  53  ; and  the  total  number  primarily  im- 
munized in  1956  in  the  Rural  District  was  350. 

The  following  numbers  were  immunized  during  the  last  ten  years  . 


Age  Years 

Group 


[Years) 

1947 

as 

’49 

’50 

’51 

’52 

’53 

'54 

’55 

'56 

Total 

Under  5 

108 

123 

210 

172 

360 

268 

190 

350 

202 

297 

2280 

5-15 

117 

30 

124 

42 

48 

55 

40 

45 

57 

53 

611 

Total 

225 

153 

334 

214 

408 

323 

230 

395 

259 

350 

2891 

The  total  number  of  primary  vaccinations  performed  during  the 
year  in  the  Rural  District  was  276  of  which  206  were  under  one  year. 

In  addition,  a total  of  267  children  were  primarily  immunized 
against  whooping  cough  of  whom  160  were  under  one  year  old,  83  be- 
tween 1-2  years  of  age,  and  23  between  2-9  years  of  age. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

With  the  recent  approval  by  the  Ministry  of  the  initial  stages  of 
the  Regional  Water  Supply  in  the  District,  the  provision  of  a whole- 
some supply  in  the  Bourne  and  Avon  Valleys  is  within  sight,  and  for 
the  rest,  the  existing  public  supplies  as  detailed  in  the  report  of  the 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  may  be  said  to  be  satisfactory  in  quality 
(they  are  mostly  chlorinated)  and  in  quantity,  although  the  Amesbury 
supply  has  been  supplemented  by  that  at  Durrington,  the  existing 
supplies  in  the  Bourne  and  Avon  Valleys  derived  from  shallow  sources, 
are  unsatisfactory,  mostly  polluted,  and  always  liable  to  dangerous 
contamination. 


FOOD  SUPERVISION 

It  will  be  noted  in  the  report  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
that  there  are  124  food  premises  in  the  District,  as  well  as  an  additional 
79  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  There  are  also  29  regis- 
tered or  licensed  milk  dealers  in  the  Rural  District. 
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The  total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  under  this  heading 
was  733,  including  52  in  respect  of  ice  cream  premises  ; dairies  and 
milk  shops  45  ; and  in  connection  with  milk  production  and  distribution 
300  inspections. 

Condemned  food  is  disposed  of- by  burial. 

Reference  has  also  been  made  by  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
to  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  which  are  not  always  easy  of  appli- 
cation particularly  in  those  areas  within  the  Rural  District  where  the 
water  supply  is  always  suspect  and  drainage  is  indifferent. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  RETURN,  1956 


I 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  .... 

M. 

F. 

Total 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 



3 

Syphilitic  disease  .... 

1 

— 

1 

4 

Diphtheria  .... 

— 

— - 

— 

5 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Meningococcal  infections  .... 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Measles 

— 

— 



9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

10 

Malignant  neoplasms,  stomach  .... 

3 

2 

5 

11 

,,  ,,  lung-bronchus  .... 

3 

— 

3 

12 

,,  ,,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

13 

,,  ,,  uterus 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

7 

7 

14 

i5 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

1 

3 

16 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

4 

11 

15 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina  .... 

15 

8 

23 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .... 

3 

2 

5 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

7 

6 

13 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease  .... 

2 

4 

6 

22 

Influenza 

2 

— 

2 

23 

Pneumonia  .... 

1 

4 

5 

24 

Bronchitis  .... 

3 

2 

5 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

1 

4 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

— 

2 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

— 

— 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate  .... 

1 

— 

I 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .... 

— 

— 

— 

3i 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

1 

3 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

9 

14 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

7 

2 

9 

34 

All  other  accidents 

1 

2 

3 

35 

Suicide 

3 

— 

3 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Total  of  all  causes 

77 

65 

142 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  AMESBURY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

• *'  ' ..  i 

OF  THE 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1956 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  eighth  Annual  Report  of  work 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department  of  the  Council  during  the 
year  1956. 

The  tables  and  particulars  in  the  Report  are  in  conformity  with 
requirements  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  19/56  dated  nth  December, 
1956. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  co-operation  given  dur- 
ing the  year. 

It  also  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation 
of  the  help  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  the  discharge  of 
our  joint  responsibilities  and  to  express  my  thanks  to  my  colleagues  in 
other  Departments  for  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

\ our  obedient  Servant, 

I.  L.  Fisher, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OE  VISITS  OR  INSPECTIONS 


DURING  1956 

GENERAL  SANITATION 

Number  of  Inspections  re  Water  Supply  ....  ....  ....  44 

Number  of  Inspections  re  Drainage  of  Property  ....  ....  471 

Number  of  Inspections  re  Keeping  of  Animals  ....  ....  16 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Moveable  Dwellings  ....  ....  153 

Number  of  Inspections  under  Factories  Act  ....  ....  24 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Outworkers  Premises  ....  ....  2 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Bakehouses  ....  ....  ....  13 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Licensed  Premises  ....  ....  2 

Number  of  Inspections  re  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  4 
Number  of  Inspections  under  Prevention  of  Damage  by 

Pests  Act,  1949  ....  ....  ....  20 

Number  of  Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ....  ....  ....  142 

Number  of  Inspections  re  Sampling  of  Water  Supplies  ....  343 

Number  of  Inspections  re  Sampling  of  Sewage  Effluent  ....  26  1260 


HOUSING 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Act  5 
Number  of  Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  (Reinspections)  34  39 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  121 
Number  of  Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  (Reinspections)  664  785 


Number  of  Houses  inspected  re  Overcrowding  ....  14 

Number  of  Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  97 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  re  Verminous  conditions  1 

Number  of  Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  ....  ....  - 1 936 

Number  of  Property  Owners/ Agents  and  Builders 

interviewed  ....  ....  ....  130 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Number  of  Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  ....  43 

Number  of  Visits  re  Disinfection  

Number  of  Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits  ....  27  70 


2266 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

Number  of  Visits  to  Poultry  Packing  Station  246 

Number  of  Visits  to  Knacker’s -Yard  12 

Number  of  Visits  to  Butchers  Shops  28 
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Number  of  Visits  to  Grocers 

Number  of  Visits  to  Dairies  and  Milkshops 

Number  of  Visits  to  Ice  Cream  Premises  .... 

Number  of  Visits  to  Food  Preparing  Premises 

Number  of  Visits  in  connection  with  the  Sampling  of  Milk 

(Bacteriological) 

Number  of  Visits  in  connection  with  the  Sampling  of  Milk 

(Biological)  .... 

Number  of  Visits  in  connection  with  the  Sampling  of  Milk 

(Bottle  Washing  Samples).... 
Number  of  Miscellaneous  Food  Visits 


16 

45 

52 

5 

i39 

82 

79  733 

29 

2999 


ERADICATION  OF  VERMIN 

Very  little  action  has  been  found  necessary  during  the  year  and  the 
case  investigated  was  of  a minor  nature  being  satisfactorily  dealt  with 
by  the  use  of  Proprietary  Insecticide  with  residual  D.D.T. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 

Inspections  of  the  Factories  within  the  District  have  shown  that 
conditions  are  generally  satisfactory.  Any  defects  or  contraventions 
noted  have  all  been  of  minor  character  and  have  been  remedied  as  a 
result  of  informal  action. 

The  following  is  a list  of  Factories  in  the  District. 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ....  ....  ....  8 

Engineering,  including  Garages  ....  ....  19 

Electricity  Generating  ....  ....  ....  2 

Joinery,  woodworking  ....  ....  ....  8 

Testing  of  Flow  Meters  ....  ....  ....  1 

Coachbuilding  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Milk  Pasteurising  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Laundering  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Corn  Milling  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Manufacture  of  Explosives  ....  ....  ....  1 

Sausage  Making  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Vehicle  Painting  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Tailoring  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Tobacco  and  Cigarettes  ....  ....  ....  1 

Aircraft  Testing  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Instrument  Repairs  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Cine  Film  Camera  Testing  ....  ....  ....  1 

Cinematograph  Film  Manufacture 1 

Oil  Gas  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  1 

Fruit  Juice  and  Bottle  Washing  1 

Upholstery  and  Furniture  Repairs 1 


56 
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OUTWORKERS 

Five  outworkers  were  notified  to  the  Department  by  other  Authori- 
ties during  the  course  of  the  year,  all  being  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  knitted  wear.  Inspections  of  two  of  the  premises  were  made  and 
no  action  was  found  to  be  necessary. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  Refuse  Collection  System  has  continued  to  work  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year,  collections  being  made  once  weekly  in  the  larger 
villages  and  once  fortnightly  in  the  smaller  ones.  All  refuse  collected 
in  the  District  is  disposed  of  at  the  Council’s  Refuse  Tip  at  Porton  Firs 
by  means  of  controlled  tipping  and  conditions  at  this  site  remain  satis- 
factory. A new  refuse  collection  vehicle  of  the  rear  loading  and  self 
packing  type  was  brought  into  operation  and  has  resulted  in  a greater 
amount  of  refuse  being  collected  during  the  journey,  thus  reducing  the 
numbers  of  hauls  to  the  Refuse  Tip. 

The  separation  of  saleable  materials  such  as  metal  and  rags  is  car- 
ried out  at  the  Refuse  Tip  and  these  articles,  together  with  salvaged 
Waste  Paper,  have  been  sold  to  contractors. 

HOUSING 

The  Council’s  building  programme  has  continued  steadily  through- 
out the  year  and  in  the  year  under  review  60  houses  were  completed 
and  a further  26  houses  were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  size  of  the  problem  with  which  the  Council  has  been  faced  can  be 
appreciated  when  it  is  noted  that  whilst  no  fewer  than  673  Council  houses 
have  been  erected  since  the  end  of  the  War,  the  number  of  applicants 
on  the  Non-Priority  Housing  List  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  still  in  the 
region  of  400.  It  is  pleasing,  however,  to  record  that  the  last  of  the 
families  living  in  hutted  camps  were  rehoused  during  the  year. 

The  Council  also  directed  its  attention  to  the  erection  of  houses  to 
replace  the  unfit  properties  included  in  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme. 
The  work  of  dealing  with  these  properties  has  proceeded  throughout 
the  year  and  is  up  to  date  with  the  programme  laid  down.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  a total  of  99  unfit  houses  remained  to  be  dealt  with.  During 
the  year  the  Council  were  approached  by  the  War  Department  with  a 
view  to  the  Council  providing  housing  accommodation  for  civilians 
living  in  War  Department  lettings  which  were  considered  to  be  unfit. 
A meeting  was  arranged  between  representatives  of  the  Council  and  the 
War  Department  to  discuss  certain  properties  in  the  Parish  of  Bul- 
ford  and  further  meetings  were  contemplated  in  regard  to  similar  prop- 
erties in  other  parts  of  the  District. 

The  number  of  applications  for  improvement  grants  has  again  in- 
creased on  the  number  for  the  previous  year  and  a total  of  twenty  nine 
applications  involving  fifty  two  properties  were  dealt  with.  This  work 
takes  up  a considerable  part  of  the  Department’s  time,  but  the  results 
achieved  amply  justify  the  time  so  spent. 
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The  following  table  Shows  the  action  taken  under  the  Housing  and 
Public  Health  Acts  during  the  year. 

Number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered  to  be 

unlit  for  human  habitation  ....  ....  _ ....  ••••  12 

Number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  ....  ....  ....  ....  _ ••••  ••••  ()4 

Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a 
view  to  : — 

(a)  the  serving  of  notices  requiring  the  execution 

of  works  ....  ....  ....  ....  ••••  ••••  ••••  5 

( b ) the  making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  ....  17 

Number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of  works  ....  5 

Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  lit  after  service  of  formal 

notices.  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ••••  3 

Number  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made  ....  ....  ....  23 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was  ac- 
cepted under  subsection  (3)  of  Section  11  of  the  Hous- 
ing Act,  1936  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Number  of  undertakings  completed 

Number  of  houses  demolished  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  19 

Number  of  unfit  houses  licensed  for  temporary  accommodation  4 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  control  measures  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  are  closely  followed  by  the  Rodent  Operator  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 

All  complaints  received  have  been  investigated  and  dealt  with 
promptly  and  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  was  efficient  and 
satisfactory.  The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  was 
comparable  with  the  number  received  during  the  previous  year  and 
more  time  has  been  available  for  the  work  of  survey.  The  surveys 
have  revealed  that  the  general  overall  situation  throughout  the  Dis- 
trict has  remained  satisfactory  and  seldom  are  major  infestations  en- 
countered. This  is,  110  doubt,  due  to  the  appreciation  of  the  public 
of  the  necessity  for  dealing  with  rats  and  mice.  Careful  observation 
is,  however,  being  kept  to  ensure  that  complacency  does  not  result  in 
the  situation  deteriorating. 

One  serious  infestation  occurred  at  the  Refuse  Tip  at  Porton  Firs 
but  this  was  again  brought  under  control  and  the  conditions  there  and 
at  the  two  major  sewage  works  sites  have  remained  satisfactory.  The 
annual  test  baiting  of  public  sewers  in  the  Parishes  of  Amesbury,  Bul- 
ford  and  Durrington  showed  these  to  be  free  from  infestation. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Operator 
during  the  year. 
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Number  of  “ block  control  ” schemes  carried  out  : Nil. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Public  Supplies  owned  and  operated  by  the  Council  are  in  the 
Parishes  of  Amesbury,  Durrington  and  Shrewton. 

AMESBURY 

The  heavy  demand  on  this  source  has  been  maintained  throughout 
the  year  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  continue  to  augment  the  supply 
with  water  from  Durrington.  This  procedure  will  be  necessary  until 
such  time  as  this  supply  can  be  augmented  with  water  pumped  from 
the  boreholes  which  have  been  sunk  at  Newton  Toney  as  part  of  the 
Regional  Water  Supply  Scheme.  During  the  year  a main  was  con- 
structed between  the  boreholes  at  Newton  Toney  and  the  reservoir  at 
Boscombe  Down  and  the  delivery  of  the  necessary  pumping  equipment 
is  now  awaited.  The  problem  of  adequate  storage  will,  however,  remain 
until  such  time  as  the  proposed  reservoir  at  Earls  Farm  Down  is  com- 
pleted and  brought  into  use. 

No  major  extensions  have  been  made  to  this  supply  during  the 
year. 

Regular  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  and  treated  water 
have  been  carried  out  and  the  results  have  shown  no  evidence  of  pol- 
lution. A chemical  sample  was  also  analysed,  the  results  being  as 


follows  : — 

Physical  Characters A clear  colourless  water.  No  deposit. 

CHEMICAL Parts  per  100,000 

Reaction Alkaline  pH  7.1 

Saline  and  free  Ammonia Nil 

Organic  (or  “ albuminoid  ”)  ammonia Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  two  hours  at  27  de- 
grees C 0.004 

Chlorides  2.2 

Nitrogenas  nitrates  1.0 

Total  Hardness  25.0 

(a)  Temporary  16.5 

( b ) Permanent 8.5 

Poisonous  Metals  Nil 

Nitrites  Nil 

Microscopical  examination  of  the  Sediment  Nil 

BACTERIOLOGICAL 


Total  Colonies  in  48  hours  . . Nil  . . Per  1 c.c.  of  Water  growing 
at  37  degrees  C. 

Number  of  Coli-Aerogegenes  organisms  . . Nil  . . Per  too  c.c.  of 
Water  growing  at  37  degrees  C. 

Number  of  Faecal  types  of  B.  Col  . . Nil  . . Per  100  c.c.  of  Water 
growing  at  44  degrees  C. 

OPINION 

Chemical  examination  satisfactory.  Bacteriological  examination 
shows  no  evidence  of  pollution. 
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DURRINGTON  AND  BULFORD 

This  supply  has  continued  to  work  satisfactorily  throughout  the 
year. 

Small  extensions  have  been  made  to  this  supply  to  serve  the  Coun- 
cil’s new  Housing  Estate. 

The  results  of  the  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examinations  of 
this  supply  are  given  below. 

Physical  Characters A clear  colourless  water.  No  deposit. 

CHEMICAL Parts  per  100,000 

Reaction Alkaline  pH  7.1 

Saline  and  free  Ammonia Nil 

Organic  (or  “ albuminoid  ”)  ammonia Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  twro  hours  at  27  de- 
grees C 0.004 

Chlorides  2.4 

Nitrogenas  nitrates  1.0 

Total  Hardness  25.5 

(a)  Temporary  . 16.0 

(b)  Permanent 9.5 

Poisonous  Metals  Nil 

Nitrites  Nil 

Microscopical  examination  of  the  Sediment  Nil 


BACTERIOLOGICAL 

Total  Colonies  in  48  hours  . . Nil  . . Per  1 c.c.  of  Water  growing 
at  37  degrees  C. 

Number  of  Coli-Aerogegenes  organisms  . . Nil  . . Per  100  c.c.  of 
Water  growing  at  37  degrees  C. 

Number  of  Faecal  types  of  B.  Coli . . Nil  . . Per  100  c.c.  of  Water 
growing  at  44  degrees  C. 

OPINION 

Chemical  examination  satisfactory.  Bacteriological  examination 
shows  no  evidence  of  pollution. 


SILREWTON 

Whilst  this  supply  has  been  satisfactorily  maintained  throughout 
the  year  some  concern  has  been  felt  as  to  the  possibility  of  breakdown 
of  the  pumping  plant.  The  single  pump  has  worked  continuously  since 
its  installation  in  1938  and  in  the  event  of  breakdown  the  amount  of 
water  stored  in  the  reservoir  would  be  exhausted  in  two  to  three  days. 
This  supply  is  not  linked  with  any  other  of  the  Council’s  supplies  and  a 
breakdown  of  any  duration  could  present  serious  difficulties  in  the 
maintenance  of  a supply  of  water  to  this  large  village.  The  Council 
therefore  decided  to  ask~for  the  consent  of  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  to  the  installation  of  pumping  equipment  to  the  bore- 
hole sunk  in  1951  as  part  of  the  Regional  Scheme. 

No  extensions  have  been  made  to  this  supply  during  the  year. 
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Samples  of  water  have  been  taken  regularly  lor  bacteriological 
examination  and  have  been  found  to  be  satisfactory.  A sample,  was 
also  submitted  for  chemical  examination  and  the  results  are  as  sot  out 

below. 

Physical  Characters A clear  colourless  water.  No  deposit. 


CHEMICAL Parts  per  100,000 

Reaction Alkaline  pH  7.1 

Saline  and  free  Ammonia Nil 

Organic  (or  “ albuminoid  ”)  ammonia. Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  two  hours  at  27  de- 
grees C 0.004 

Chlorides  x-7 

Nitrogenas  nitrates  I-° 

Total  Hardness  20-5 

(a)  Temporary  9-5 

(b)  Permanent  IX*p 

Poisonous  Metals  Nil 

Nitrites  Nil 

Microscopical  examination  of  the  Sediment Nil 

BACTERIOLOGICAL 


Total  Colonies  in  48  hours  . . 1 . . Per  1 c.c.  of  Water  growing 
at  37  degrees  C. 

Number  of  Coli-Aerogegenes  organisms  . . Nil  . . Per  100  c.c.  of 
Water  growing  at  37  degrees  C. 

Number  of  Faecal  types  of  B.  Coli . . Nil  . . Per  100  c.c.  of  Water 
growing  at  44  degrees  C. 

OPINION 

Chemical  examination  satisfactory.  Bacteriological  examination 
shows  no  evidence  of  pollution. 

WINTERBOURNE  STOKE 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  a survey  was  made  of  the  water 
supplies  in  the  Parish  of  Winterbourne  Stoke.  During  this  survey  49 
samples  of  water  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  exam- 
ination and  of  these  only  9 were  considered  as  being  suitable  for  domestic 
purposes.  Of  the  remaining  40  samples  21  showed  pollution  with  faecal 
and  non-faecal  organisms  in  varying  degrees  and  19  were  grossly  pol- 
luted with  non-faecal  organisms.  In  view  of  these  conditions  the  Coun- 
cil made  further  representations  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  for  consent  to  proceed  with  the  Regional  Water  Supply 
Scheme  and  also  forwarded  details  of  their  action,  together  with  a report 
on  the  water  supply  conditions  in  the  area,  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

OTHER  SUPPLIES 

The  undermentioned  Parishes  obtain  a supply  from  privately 
owned  water  schemes  : — 
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Cholderton  (Cholderton  Water  Company) 

Wilsford  cum  Lake  (Lake  Estate) 

Tilshead  and  Figheldean  (Supply  taken  in  bulk  from  the  War 
Department  Trunk  Main) 

Following  reports  on  the  contamination  of  the  Lake  Estate  Supply 
the  Owners  installed  a chlorination  plant  and  all  samples  taken  since 
that  time  have  proved  satisfactory  on  bacteriological  examination. 

The  remaining  supplies  have  been  sampled  regularly  and  the  water 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  In  all  instances  the  water 
was  found  to  be  free  from  contamination. 

A number  of  small  estate  supplies  also  exist  and  these  are  sampled 
regularly. 

REGIONAL  WATER  SUPPLY  SCHEME 

The  Council  have  persisted  in  their  efforts  throughout  the  year  to 
obtain  the  consent  of  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
to  the  commencement  of  the  construction  of  the  Earls  Farm  Down 
Reservoir  and  the  laying  of  the  mains  in  the  Bourne  Valley,  including 
the  extension  to  serve  the  Firs  Road  area.  On  each  occasion  the  Min- 
ister replied  to  the  effect  that  unless  the  Council  were  able  to  satisfy 
the  criteria  laid  down  in  Circulars  io  and  n of  1956  he  would  be  unable 
to  give  his  consent  to  the  commencement  of  these  works.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1956,  the  Minister  stated  that  on  the  information  before  him  he 
did  not  consider  that  the  Scheme  so  satisfied  the  criteria  and  he,  there- 
fore, had  to  ask  the  Council  to  defer  proceeding  with  further  stages  of 
the  Scheme  for  the  time  being. 

The  Council,  however,  again  decided  to  press  the  Minister  for  con- 
sent and  to  reiterate  their  request  for  a deputation  to  be  received  by 
the  Minister  in  order  that  the  Council’s  case  could  be  put  forward.  The 
Minister’s  acceptance  of  this  request  was  awaited  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  work  of  constructing  the  second  borehole  at  Newton  Toney 
was  completed  during  the  year. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

AMESBURY 

The  works  of  extension  of  the  Amesbury  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
were  completed  during  the  year  and  the  plant  is  now  working  satis- 
factorily being  capable  of  dealing  adequately  with  the  demand  likely 
to  be  made  upon  it. 

Samples  of  the  effluent  have  been  taken  regularly  during  the  year 
and  submitted  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination  and  all 
have  proved  satisfactory. 

No  further  progress  was  made  during  the  year  with  regard  to  the 
proposed  sewering  of  Countess  Road,  Amesbury. 

BULEORD  AND  DURRINGTON 

This  Scheme  has  worked  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year.  Only 
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a few  properties  without . satisfactory  means  of  drainage  remained  to 
be  connected  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

SHREWTON 

The  Council  have  strongly  pressed  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  throughout  the  year  for  his  consent  to  the  com- 
mencement of  this  much  needed  Sewerage  Scheme  but,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  Regional  Water  Supply  Scheme,  the  Minister  has  stated  that, 
in  the  light  of  Circulars  io  and  n of  1956,  he  is  unable  to  give  his  con- 
sent. 

In  view  of  the  urgency  of  this  Scheme  the  Council  requested  that 
a representative  of  the  Ministry  should  view  the  existing  conditions  of 
the  village.  This  visit  was  awaited  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  difficulty  of  disposing  of  waste  matters  in  certain  congested 
parts  of  the  Parish  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised  and  can  only  be 
overcome  satisfactorily  by  t lie  provision  of  a proper  Sewerage  Scheme. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

The  use  of  Moveable  Dwellings  as  housing  accommodation  is  con- 
siderable in  the  area  and  this  form  of  accommodation  is  largely  used 
by  Service  personnel,  who,  by  reason  of  their  limited  stay  in  any  one 
station,  regard  it  as  the  most  convenient  form  of  dwelling.  Most  of 
these  people  appear  to  require  sites  in  the  Parish  of  Amesbury  where 
there  is  an  insufficient  number  of  suitable  sites. 

One  new  multiple  site  was  opened  during  the  year  and  is  very  satis- 
factorily controlled  by  the  owner. 

The  Kitchener  Road  site,  however,  still  gives  rise  to  much  concern 
and  it  is  doubtful  whether  conditions  there  can  ever  be  brought  to  a 
satisfactory  standard.  The  only  solution  would  seem  to  be  the  creation 
of  new  and  properly  laid  out  sites  to  absorb  the  caravans  at  present 
stationed  in  that  area. 

In  other  parts  of  the  District  Moveable  Dwellings  are  mostly  used 
as  single  units  and  regular  inspections  have  revealed  conditions  to  be 
generally  satisfactory. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

MILK  SUPPLY 

The  supply  of  milk  throughout  the  District  has  been  satisfactory 
during  the  year,  most  of  the  milk  being  consumed  being  Pasteurised 
and  supplied  from  the  Milk  Factory  situated  at  Amesbury.  During 
the  year  a larger  bottle  washing  machine  was  installed  at  these  premises, 
and  of  the  seventy  nine  samples  submitted  for  bottle  washings  tests 
only  one  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  throughout  the  year  from  all 
the  Distributors  and  at  farms  from  which  small  quantities  of  milk  are 
sold,  and  a total  of  221  samples  were  submitted  for  the  Statutory  Tests 
and  for  Biological  examination,  the  majority  proving  satisfactory.  In 
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three  cases,  where  raw  milk  is  sold,  organisms  of  Brucella  Abortus  were 
isolated  and  further  visits  were  made  to  the  premises,  samples  of  milk 
being  taken  from  each  cow  in  the  herd  to  determine  the  source  of  in- 
fection. Until  the  results  were  known  the  producers  co-operated  by 
sending  the  milk  for  pasteurisation  and  also  called  in  their  Veterinary 


Surgeons. 

Within  the  District  there  are  : — 

Registered  Milk  Distributors  12 

Registered  Dairies  1 

Dealers  Licensed  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ....  9 
Dealers  Licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  7 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

The  Council  took  proceedings  against  one  Distributor  of  Milk  under 
Section  3 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  selling  a bottle  of  milk 
containing  a piece  of  glass  and  under  Article  26  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949,  for  failing  to  ensure  the  cleanliness  of  a milk  bottle. 
A considerable  amount  of  case  law  was  quoted  by  both  sides,  but  the 
Magistrates  eventually  decided  not  to  convict  of  the  offence  contrary 
to  Section  3 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  but  they  did  convict  on 
the  offence  of  failing  to  ensure  the  cleanliness  of  the  milk  bottle  con- 
trary to  the  Regulations  and  imposed  a line  of  £5  with  costs. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 

There  are  no  slaughter  houses  in  the  District  for  the  slaughter  of 
animals  for  human  consumption,  all  killing  being  done  in  the  Abattoir 
in  the  City  of  Salisbury. 

There  is  one  licensed  Knacker’s  Yard  in  the  District  and  on  periodic 
visits  to  the  premises  conditions  have  been  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Daily  visits  have  been  made  to  the  Poultry  Packing  Station  at 
Amesbury  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  poultry  killed,  prepared 
and  packed  at  this  establishment. 

ICE  CREAM  PREMISES 

There  is  no  manufacture  of  ice-cream  in  the  District.  Sixty  nine 
premises  are  registered  for  the  Sale  and/or  Storage  of  ice-cream  and 
routine  inspections  have  revealed  that  the  Regulations  are  being  com- 
plied with. 

FOOD  PREMISES 

The  inspection  of  food  premises  to  secure  compliance  with  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations,  1955-56  has  continued  throughout  the  year,  and 
a number  have  now  been  brought  up  to  the  standard  required  by  the 
Regulations. 

In  the  larger  villages  where  mains  water  and  sewerage  facilities 
are  available  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations  in  regard  to  washing 
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facilities,  drainage  and  the  supply  of  hot  and  cold  water  are  not  difficult 
to  obtain.  In  the  smaller  Parishes,  however,  where  no  such  facilities 
are  provided,  the  problem  is  much  greater.  Many  of  the  premises  con- 
sist of  the  front  room  of  the  house  and  drainage  is  difficult,  and  at  times 
impossible,  whilst  the  water  supply,  often  from  shallow  wells,  is  known 
to  be  polluted.  It  is  perhaps,  fortunate  that  in  the  majority  ol  these 
cases  no  open  food  is  sold. 

The  number  and  type  of  food  premises  in  the  area  are  shown  in  the 


following  table. 

Hotels  and  Licensed  Premises  38 

* 

Grocers  39 

Bakers  8 

Butchers  7 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  9 

Confectionery  16 

Greengrocery  3 

Fried  Fish  2 

Fishmonger 1 

Poultry  Packing  Station  1 
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The  number  and  type  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  16 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  is  as  follows. 


Storage  and/or  Sale  of  Ice-Cream  69 

Sausage  Making  9 


Sausage  Making,  Pies  and  Cooked  Meat  1 

IV! EAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED  DURING  1956 


Ox  Livers  (Imported).... 

....  431  lb. 

Cooked  Ham  (Canned) 

29  lb. 

Corned  Beef  (Canned) 

6 lb.  12  oz. 

Stewed  Steak  (Canned) 

12  lb. 

Luncheon  Meat  (Canned) 

1 tin 

Turkeys 

4 

Chickens 

....  1452 

Poussins 

139 

Hake 

14  lb. 

Haddock  Fillets 

28  lb. 

Processed  Peas  (Canned) 

9 tins 
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E.  H.  Perkins  and  Son  Ltd., 
Marlborough . 


